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for the establishment of peace on earth through universal
disarmament.

Am I Inconsistent?

The correspondent of The News Chronicle, who inter-
viewed Gandhiji in Bombay on the 18th, saw him when
he had already had a heavy day on the top of a night of
insufficient sleep, and when he had heavy engagements yet
to fulfil. But as he presented a conundrum on behalf of
the British people, Gandhiji gladly found time for him and
replied to his question which was as follows: "While ex-
pressing your sympathy with the British people in their
plight, don't you think there is an inconsistency between
your earlier decisions and your latest decision?"

CCI thought,5' said Gandhiji replying to fr.e question,
"that I had clearly and sufficiently explained'my position
in my speech, in anticipation of the charge of inconsis-
tency. If there is any inconsistency, it is due in this parti-
cular instance to changed circumstances. My sympathy is
not only the same as it had been expressed in Simla on the
declaration of war, it has become deeper because what was
imaginary had become vividly real. In Simla almost a year
ago I had expressed my grief over what might befall Britain.
Today the dreaded thing has happened and is still going on.
By nature I am so framed that every calamity moves me
irrespective of the people whom it may overtake. But my
sympathy, even though it is deeper today than a year ago,
has undoubtedly changed in form. I was unprepared for the
recent Government declarations, and I claim that   it  is
the genuineness of my sympathy which has made me single
. out the one fact which Britain can easily recognize and
yield without any hitch in her   prosecution   of  Avar, I
readily grant that there might be some reason for not divid-
ing the responsibility for the conduct of the war with those
who are the determined opponents of British imperialism
and all it implies, and therefore I felt that, if the Congress
continued to abide by its policy of  non-embarrassment
which is inherent in its non-violence, the Congress should
for the moment abate agitation by way of direct action
for independence. But freedom of speech and corresponding